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Csnrtrrsp Merl
RETURN RECEIPT REQI.IESTED

Mr. Ken A. Kluksdahl
Tenneco Minerals
P.O. tsox 26-50

95-5 South 1300 West #4
St. George, Utah 84770

RE: Repair of Damaged Process Ponds at the
Goldstrike Mine

Dear Mr. Kluksdalil:

Orr March 7,1991, Mack Croft and Lyle Ston of my staff were informed of a blasting incident
trrr March 6, 1991. As a result of the said irrciclent, tluee process ponds sustained darnage from
frlling or flyilg rocks. Specifically, flexible membrane l.iners in those ponds were apparently
punctured, and floated.

In a meeting between your staff and my staff held on that day, it was concluded that damage was
very extensive and the HDPE liners in the barren solution and fresh water nrakeup ponds were
ilreparable. 'Ihis is the position rve also take at this tirne. Leakage was pumped from the leak
detection sump of the fresh water nrakeup and barren solution ponds. Also it was concluded that
it would not be appropriate to discharge the content of these ponds to surface waters.

In view of leakage and extensive darnage to the liners, further use of these ponds constitutes a

tlleat to tl're ground water. Further evaluation was tlecessary to detemrine the integrity of the

pregnant solution polrd. Thercfore, you must procee(l to renrerly the situation imrnediately, and

elfurrinate any poterltial release of process fluids to the envirorunent.

We r:equest that a remedial plzur inclutling a tfune table for implementation, be submitted to us

wjthin five days of receipt of this letter. We believe that you must place top pdority on
elirninating the discharge of these materials to the ground water, evell at the expense of disruption
or cessation of nonnal operations.



If you have any other questions, please cotrtact Mr. Lyle Stott, of rny staff.

Sincerely,
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Mr. Ken A. Kluksdalil
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Please be aclvisecl that we are continuing
dischiuge of process waters to surface antl
irrcident, and we will be respouding to you
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our review of cilcurnstances which resulted in a
ground water whiclr occuned prior to this blasting
separately on that issue.

Don A. Ostler. P.8.. Director
Bureau of Water Pollution Conrol

Mr. Wayne Thomas. P. 8.. Southwest l)istrict Etrgfureer
Mr. W. f)awson, Southwest Utnh District Healrh Departmetrt
Mr. L. Braxton, Division of Oil, Gas nnd Mining
Mike Keller, Esq., VanCott, Bagley, Conrwall & McCarthy


